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“It is hard to not 

wonder what 

effect the news we 

hear every day 

about the state of  

the planet has on 

our mental state.”

 (Latour 2018) 



Our children can never be a tool to solve the 
problems we cause

It’s on 

all our shoulders



- Complexity

- Wicked problems 

- Risk

- Fact resistance/fake news

- Lotz-Sisitka. H, Wals, A.EJ. Kronlid, D. McGarry, D. (2015) 

Transformative, transgressive social learning: rethinking higher education pedagogy in times of  systemic global dysfunction.

- Cox, M. (2017). 

Systems thinking in geography: can high school students do it? International Research in Geographical and environmental Education, ss. 1038-2046

-Beck, U. (1992). 

Risk society: towards a new modernity (M. Ritter, Trans.). London: Sage.

- Schenk, L., Hamza, K., Enghag, M., Lundegård, I., Haglund, K., Arvanitis, L., & Wojcik, A. (2019).

Teaching and discussing about risk: seven elements of potential significance for science education. International Journal of Science Education 41 (9), 1271-1286

- Christensen, C. (2009). 

Risk and school science education. Studies in Science Education, 45(2), 205-223.

Anthropocene and teaching



The Swedish Education Agency's modules

”A didactical grid”
On education for sustainable development.
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Two missions in Swedish education …

Democracy

and

Knowledge

How are they to be united …?



- The world (in the Anthropocene) needs committed people who
participate and act.

- Democracy - a human right that creates space for freedom, 
action and change.

Democracy, (the etihcal point of departure).



Democracy

- About democracy …

- For democracy …

- In democracy …, with democracy as a ”form of life",

where democratic participation is seen as the core of all human 
exchange and integrated in all learning.

Biesta, G (2010), Dewey 19xx 



Democracy as a “form of  life”

Dewey, J. (1916 p. 80) Democracy and Education, (LW35797)

A democracy is more than a form of  

government; it is primarily a mode of  

associated living, of  conjoint 

communicated experience (…)



(Student) participation – as an inevitable part of learning
sustainable development.

Knowledge Participation

Basic knowledge Participation
Is required for

Van Poeck, K. & Vandenabeele, J. (2012) 
Learning from sustainable development: education in the light of public issues. 

Is required for

Knowledge, (the epistemological  point of departure).



Five forms of participation (the didactical ”how question” as a 

planning tool)

An opportunity to...

• Take initiative and influence Agency

• Converse, listen and deliberate Deliberation

• Imagine and create Creativity/innovation

• Criticize and questioning Critique/norm critique

• Participate in a reality, that matters Autenticity

Lundegård, I. & Caiman, C. (2019) Didaktik för naturvetenskap och hållbar utveckling – Fem former av demokratiskt deltagande



Agency
(empowerment and action competence)

Knowledge to be involved, take initiative and point out a direction



Deliberation, conversation
Participation and deliberation as the hart of all knowledge acquisition.



Creativity and innovation 

The challenges we face today need new thinking, innovation and creativity



Critique

That the teaching should give students an opportunity to participate in 
critical thinking and critical action?

- Norm critisim- Critique based on knowledge
(trolls, fake news etc.)
- Source criticism



Authenticity
Teaching and activities in school

with relevance and meaning for the life outside



Five forms of participation (the didactical ”how question” as a 
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Forms of
democratic

participation Climate issues
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