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• I migrated from a civil war in Mogadishu, 

Somalia, to one of the most peaceful 

countries in the world - Stockholm, 

Sweden. 

• Overnight! 

• No formal education. 



• 60 vulnerable areas in Sweden

• 500 000 citizens 

• The majority are born abroad, primarily from regions outside of Europe, 

predominantly the Middle East and North Africa.

• The average income is 40 percent lower than the rest of Stockholm City. 

• 42% of under age 25 (Rinkeby-Tensta district).

• In Stockholm City as a whole, 58 percent of the residents earn more than 26,700 

kronor per month. In Rinkeby, only 14 percent of the residents earn above that 

amount.



Teacher’s favorite and boys in the suburb? 

What problems do you want to solve when you grow up? 



Who am I? What is my 
purpose? What does it 
mean to be a Muslim, 
Black, African, Somali, 
or Swedish? Where is 
home?
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Cultural history is at the core of 

the Ross School curriculum 



The Ross approach to 

education is holistic 

and global in emphasis.
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• Al Kawarizmi is a renowned Muslim mathematician, often referred to as the father of 

Algebra. He established the foundations of algebra and developed methods to tackle 

intricate mathematical issues like square roots and complex fractions. 

• Another notable Islamic figure is Ibnul Hairhum, famous for his work on Optics. His 

work, addressing 50 optical questions from the Franks, was translated into numerous 

languages.

• Muslim scholars significantly influenced Chemistry. Jabir ibn-Hayyan, one of the most 

esteemed Muslim chemists, is often associated with the introduction of the ‘scientific 

method’. Many terms in modern Chemistry, such as alcohol, alembic, alkali, and elixir, 

originate from Islamic terminology. 

• In the field of medicine, Muslims made significant contributions as well. Al Rhazes, a 

leading Muslim doctor, identified the origin of smallpox and demonstrated that a 

person could only contract it once, highlighting the existence and function of the 

immune system. A pioneer in various medical fields, Al Rhazes is recognized as an 

early advocate of experimental medicine and is deemed the father of pediatrics, as 

well as a forerunner in neurosurgery and ophthalmology.





Stiftelsen The Global Village

• What problems do you want to solve when you 

grow up?

• Thanks to my mentors and teachers, I discovered 

that I am a global citizen with responsibilities. My 

global responsibility begins in my local community 

and home – Sweden. 

• That's why I returned to Sweden and discovered 

my purpose – dismantling segregation by 

including all people socially, economically, and 

politically.

• The Global Village Foundation was born and its

program Järvaveckan. 
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Thank you

Ahmed@jarvaveckan.se

www.jarvaveckan.se 
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